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was ready, indeed, with politic tolerance to open a
Pantheon, into which it admitted all the gods of the
conquered peoples, but a new religion could not be
made out of a jumble of all the cults of the past.
And the worship of the Emperor was too material-
istic, too obviously a worship of force, to satisfy any
spiritual want; it was a kind of earthly religion
based upon a despair of heaven. What Rome did
was practically to pulverise the old societies, reduc-
ing them to a collection of individuals, and then to
hold them together by an external organisation,
military and legal. It bestowed on its subjects a
greater measure of outward security, justice and peace
than any nation had previously enjoyed: but it did
little to promote inward unity. The immensa pads
Somanae majestas covered with its protection the
greater part of the civilised world, but its effect was
rather to level and disintegrate than to draw men
together.

Now in modern times such a state of things would
not have left men without spiritual guidance; or
rather, we should say, it did not so leave them. For
the modern world also has passed through a period
in which the main tendency of thought was sub-
jective and individualistic, in which the rights of
the individual, the intellectual independence and
moral self-sufficiency of the individual, were strongly
asserted against all religious as well as against